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GREEN
RECYCLING HERO

Grade Level: Pre-K

Time Needed: 45 minutes

Objectives:

Students will understand the importance of reusing materials multiple times before
throwing them away. Students will also use their imagination and gain hands-on
experience finding creative ways to reuse materials to build something new.

Materials Needed:
e Scissors
* Tape
e Markers/Crayons
e Plastic mat (fo keep the floor/table clean)
* Recyclable items suggestions: Paper towel/toilet paper tubes, plastic cups, plastic
bottles, metal jar lips, newspaper, magazines, bottle caps, cereal boxes, soda cans

Notes for Educator:

You may collect recyclables from kids’ lunches and other activities over the week to
increase the amount of materials the students can sort or bring any additional
recyclables from home/found at your location.

It is encouraged to provide additional craft materials to enhance the students’ creative
experience, but this is optional (this is great to ask parents or your art teacher/crafty
friends). Craft material suggestions: googly eyes, pipe cleaners, fabric scraps, buttons,
beads, stickers, etc.

Michigan GLCE's: For Kindergarten

K-ESS3-3 Communicate solutions that will reduce the impact of humans on the land,
water, air, and/or other living things in the local environment

K-2-ETS1-2 Develop a simple sketch, drawing, or physical model to illustrate how the

shape of an object helps it function as needed to solve a given problem.
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RECYCLING HERO

Previous Lesson Recap_

e Ask students to recall what we did the last time we were together. Make sure they
talk about recycling and the activities we completed (song, story, recycling in the
park).

* Review the 3Rs and their hand symbols.

What can be recycled?

* Bring up a picture of the Trash/Recycle Board and explain that you want to see if
students were paying close attention!

* Have students tell you what color each cart is and what the colors mean (blue for
recycling and black for trash).

* Then explain that you will hold up an item and students will give thumbs up if they
think it should be put on the Recycle side of the board or thumbs down if they
think the item should go into the trash can. Remind students to think back to what
five items can be recycled.

o Pull out items in this order: paper, plastic bottle, dirty paper towel, metal can,
plastic bag, chip bag, crayon box, glass bottle, old food.

Recycling_Sort:

* Remind them that in the story they read last time their friend Georgie went out to
help the birds by picking up all the litter in his neighborhood. Ask students if they
think it is easy to keep a neighborhood clean of trash.

o Elaborate that sometimes it can be challenging to keep all the litter off the
ground. So today we are going to make a friend that can help keep our
neighborhoods clean. But first, we need to find some things to make our
recycling hero out of.

* Explain that students will be using their imagination to create a recycling hero
using only reused materials from the recycling factory.

* Have students sit around the carpet and dump out the recycled materials into

small piles.
©o Have the students spread out in small groups around the piles of recycled
materials.
* Then ask students to group all the papers, plastics, metals, and cardboard into
their own piles reviewing the characteristics of each to help them sort.
o Have you and the teacher walk around to check their work and ask the
students questions about the materials and their sorting process.
* Then have each student pick 1-2 items that they will use to start their recycling
hero.
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RECYCLING HERO

Recycling_Hero:

* Have the students return back to their tables with their one recyclable item where
there will be some extra materials for them to use.

o Put scrap scissors and extra craft materials in piles on the tables for students
to pick through and decide what they want to use.

o Elaborate that it is most important for students to use their imagination.
Encourage students to make their Recycling Hero have a superpower like
flying so they can go from place to place and tell people how to recycle!

o Reassure there are plenty of materials to share so if they cannoft find
something on their table to simply ask and we can find the piece they are
looking for.

* Tell students they will be allowed to use tape to stick the things together. There will
be one teacher/volunteer who is identified as the tape queen who will distribute
tape to students.

o Start by giving each student a few pieces of masking tape on the table so they
can use them as they wish and remind them to raise their hand if they need
more tape or help from you/a teacher.

* Allow students ten to fifteen minutes to work on their recycling hero.

°o Encourage students to talk with their table neighbor to see how their hero
helps in different ways (what are their superpowers, how do they help
people?)

o Walk around and have students share their ideas with you as well!

* As you notice some students starting to finish up, have those students be helpers
to start the clean-up process. Provide other students ample time to finish and
have students help put all excess materials not used on their heroes away. Make
sure to recycle what can be recycled and throw away anything that can’t,
emphasizing that we can’t litter in the classroom either.

* After the tables are clean, have students bring their hero to their table. Allow time
for students to share how their machine helps clean up our neighborhoods with
their table or the entire class. If there is not enough time during class encourage
the kids to take them home and share with their grown-ups and families.

Wrap Up
* Congratulate the students on all of their hard work and let them know they have
done such an incredible job making their heroes
* Explain that each student is now an expert (and is getting a medal showing that
they worked so hard?) and now they can go home and teach their friends and
family (moms, dads, grandmas, grandpas, aunties, uncles, cousins, brothers, and
sisters) all about it.
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