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Every Executive Director dreams of the growth their organization could have, the programs they
would like to see, the space they would like to occupy, the staff that will propel them forward, the
budget they need to fund it, and the difference they can make to achieve their mission. 

In my tenth year at Green Living Science, and fifth year as Executive Director, I am starting to see
these dreams come to fruition more and more each day. Our team is solid and yet we are still ready
to continue to grow our capacity to meet our community’s needs. With your unwavering support we
have come a long way and are ready for this transition. 

The team is working on the plans to revitalize the Lincoln Street Art Park and our Activi-Tree Shipping
Container Classroom come Spring, thanks to generous donor support and a matching grant from
Michigan Economic Development Corporation. This space will be filled with pollinator flowers, waste
bins, and new seating - we can’t wait for you to see it!

Our long-time dreams of a Zero Waste Education Center have begun to take shape thanks to a pre-
planning grant from KIP:D. An ideal space has been identified, funding has been applied for, and
preliminary design plans are happing now. The realization of this amazing educational space is so
close and we couldn’t be more excited about the possibilities of what this project will look like. 

The Board of Directors also decided to shift the direction of our policy and advocacy work — work
that has been happening all along — to be more proactive in sharing these activities. Activities that
are helping to propel the sustainability goals of the City of Detroit forward, including supporting a
pilot program to transition from an opt-in recycling program to an opt-out recycling program that
would encourage more homes to participate in curbside recycling. 

This work wouldn’t be possible without our supporters — old and new — so thank you for being there
for us while we grow. It is making a difference. 

Warmly, 

Natalie Jakub 
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Our
Vision

Our
Mission

Universal environmental literacy,
advocacy, stewardship, and justice.
 
Green Living Science envisions a Detroit
with a robust circular economy and
citizens who are mindful about our
environment and natural resources. 

To transform Detroit by teaching
about waste and recycling.

Green Living Science is dedicated to
working alongside Detroiters to
increase recycling participation and
awareness of environmental issues
and personal responsibility through
education.
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Our Team
GLS can't operate alone, our staff is small but when supported by our amazing board,
volunteers, interns, and contractors we are able to accomplish so much more. Thank you to
each and every one of our team members who help us accomplish our goals. 

13 Recycling
Ambassadors

7 OBD Park
Champions

Volunteers
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7 OUR BACKYARD DETROIT
CHAMPIONS

KAMRYN GARDNER
Community Engagement
Coordinator

JACQUELINE KRISTOFIK
Education and
Engagement Coordinator
AmeriCorps VISTA

NATALIE JAKUB
Executive Director

LOGAN APPLEBEE
Director of Community

Engagement

13 COMMUNITY RECYCLING
AMBASSADORS 

SARA SANDERS LEATRICE THOMPSON
Board Vice-President Board Secretary

ASHLEY KONGS
Board President

CHAD ROGERS
Board MemberROBIN MCFERRIN

Board Treasurer

Dow Inc United Way for SE MI Georgia Tech Alumni Assoc.

Stellantis
MI Dept of Ag & Rural
Development 

BEE GREEN MASCOT

7 OBD Park
Champions

VOLUNTEERS
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Financial Year in Review 
In reflection of our non-profit's fiscal year, we are delighted to report a year of steadfast financial health
and impactful stewardship. Through unwavering support of our donors and partners, we exceeded our
monetary goals. Our revenue streams were diversified and strengthened, allowing us to expand our
reach and deepen our impact in the communities we serve. 

Importantly, a significant portion of our funds was directed toward our core mission, enabling us to
initiate and sustain projects that align with our organization's values. This year's financial achievements
not only position us for continued growth and sustainability but also reaffirm our commitment to
transparency and accountability in the pursuit of our mission. 
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Youth Programming
GLS youth programming is the backbone of our work. We love the enthusiasm of
the kids we work with and their love of the environment. For the 2022/2023 fiscal
year, GLS was able to provide environmental education programming in the
following ways: 

Detroit’s youth learned a lot about
recycling during Green Living Science's
Earth Day event. This student is holding a
jar representing microplastics found in our
waterways and systems.
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404 Students received in-class lessons

 6,890 Students attended assemblies

 ~500 Students participated in Earth
Day Activities

 18 Girl Scouts engaged in summer
programming 

 20 Detroit area High School Students
completed the Student Recycling
Ambassador Program 
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Curbside Recycling

Green Living Science distributed
approximately 40% of all curbside
recycling carts in the City of Detroit
this year. 
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The initial goal of Green Living Science, and a continued primary focus of our work, is
signing up residential homes in Detroit for curbside recycling carts. To do this we hold
workshops, attend community events, do door-to-door canvasing, and utilize
Recycling Ambassadors. For the 2022/2023 Fiscal Year, GLS was able to: 

2,183 Curbside recycling carts
distributed

461 Households signed up for
recycling carts by Recycling
Ambassadors

121 Community events attended 

13 Recycling Ambassadors working to
educate the community about
curbside recycling

Citywide curbside recycling
participation rate at an all time high
of 39.74%
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Our Backyard Detroit
New to GLS in the is the Our Backyard Detroit program. Thanks to funding from
the Gilbert Family Foundation, GLS was able to take environmental education and
awareness to local parks. This data is for the program year of 2023 and not
aligned with our fiscal calendar. 

Residents of Detroit show up as
ambassadors, stewards, artists, volunteers,
and leaders to partake in the betterment
and beautification of their neighborhoods.  
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Identified and engaged 8 parks for
programming

Hired and Trained 8 park Champions

Hosted 23 events across the parks
including a block party for all parks

Engaged over 1,400 residents at park
events

Cleaned up over 350lbs of waste
from the local parks 
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Business 

GLS is working with graduate students on
a way to track and calculate the amount
of waste diverted and carbon offset
through the work with our business
programming. 
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With the City of Detroit’s commercial recycling program, non-residential properties
can increase their waste diversion practices by opting into the low-cost program and
by taking advantage of the free educational services provided by Green Living
Science. This program helps to increase access to recycling and provides education to
reduce contamination and greenhouse gas emissions generated. In the 2022/2023
fiscal year this program was able to:

Worked with Ally Financial for over 30
hours of Bee Green Business
consulting to reduce their waste

91 of commercial businesses engaged
in educational resources regarding
recycling and increasing their
sustainability 

4 multi-family apartment complexes
signed up for the new recycling
program

11 commercial businesses signed up
for recycling contracts 

195 people were given education on
commercial recycling for their
organizations
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Waste Audit 
This year the GLS team undertook a waste audit for the City of Detroit to
determine the contamination levels of the recyclable materials collected across
the city. This audit took the GLS team and volunteers a full day to sort, weigh, and
collect data to determine the types of educational materials residents need. 

GLS team and volunteers spent a day
sorting, measuring and collecting data on
what households in Detroit are recycling. 
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2,362.67 lbs of residential
recycled materials were
sorted for the audit

Items were sorted into 39
categories  

Over 45 Volunteer Hours were
needed to complete the audit 

25% of material audited was
cardboard - an easy to
recycle material
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Our Partners
GLS is grateful for our 2022-2023 partners. Their financial support, both new and
recurring, helps GLS operate, supports our youth programming, and allows us to focus
on the work of transforming Detroit. For us these are more than just a financial
sponsorship - they are true corporate partners who align with our values. 

GREEN LIVING SCIENCE IMPACT REPORT 2022/2023

10



Our Donors
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Leah Adelman
Ian Agee

Chip Amoe
Zachary Apell

Linda & Shane Applebee
Logan Applebee

Ashlee Arder
Elizabeth Avramoski

Michael Belligan
Lynnette Boyle

Akira Brown
Karen Brown

Liz Busch
Anna Butler

Craig Carnell
Kim Casteel

Katherine Cecala
Eric Chapman
Kristy Charvat
Diane Cheklich

Stephanie Chidester
Darraugh Collins

Cory Connolly
Shery Cotton

Stephanie Davis
Adam Deal
Leah Doig

Johanna Doran
Ryan Doyle

Ben Dueweke
Janice Edwards

Real English
Christina Gaines
Curtis Gardner Jr
Crystal Gardner
Kaila Gardner
Kate Gasparro
Kayla Gilliam
Sam Gilliam

Oren Goldenberg
Francis Grunow

Alicia Haley
Neil Hawkins

Nina Ignaczak
Terietta Ingram

Natalie & Dennis Jakub
David Johnson
Fellon Johnson

Ernest Jones
Grant Jones

Alfred Jordan
Julie Jozwiak

Charlene Keilen
Kathryn Kessler
Nishaat Killeen

Doug Klegon
Kathy Klein

Madison Kraus
Kendal Kuneman

Tonya LaBuda
Justine Lauer

Erma Leaphart
Nate Lewis

Connie Lilley
Mary MacDougall

Karen Madill
Alisyn Malek & Jake Chidester

Kavitha Manikonda
Rohan Mathias
Peggy Matta

Mark Maxwell
Eric McDonald
Robin McFerrin
Tracy McFerrin
Rachel Meyers

James Miles
Carol Miller

Glenda Minor
Cherry Montgomery

Maria Montoya
Christopher Moyer

Melissa Natzke
Monique Nunn Johnson
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More Donors

Thank you to the following Local
Business and foundation support

Detroit River Sports
Detroit Public Schools Community District
Coriander Kitchen and Farm
Michigan & Trumbull Pizza 
Save Detroit Jobs 
Impact Detroit   
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Betsy Palazzola
Sabrina & Troy Pare

Angelique Peterson Mayberry
Allison Quast

Amanda Ray O'Rourke
Jessica Robison
Chad Rogers

Matthew Roling
Vito Rosolino

Mark Sanders
Sara Sanders
Sandra Scerri
Kristin Shaw

Tim Skrotzki
Rachael Smith
Ray Stanczak
Katie Stellini

Erica Stromberg
Janine Surma
Maria Tamez

Deborah Taylor
Glenn Taylor
Peg Upmeyer

Suzanne Vallance
Diane Van Buren
Shannon Wilson
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